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@EDlTon’s WELCOME

Year of the Wood Snake.
But for our Arkansas Living Reader Photo Contest, 2025 is the
Year of the Raccoon.

Of the thousands of stunning photos submitted, several of our staff favorites
happened to depict these magical, sometimes mischievous, masked mammals.

You've already seen Tiffany Harper of Bryant’s adorable, awe-inspiring photo
on our cover (see the rest of our winners beginning on page 8). Her caption for
the wild critter who looks positively posed: “A baby raccoon is perched among
the branches of our pear tree, stretching to grab a pear!”

That the ambitious raccoon is
reaching for fruit seemed like an
aspirational and hopeful image to
begin a new year.

We're not sure if it’s the same
raccoon or maybe a photogenic
sibling, but it’s the same
photographer — Harper — who
also captured another irresistible
image (TOP), captioned, “A
curious glance from a baby
raccoon!”

Nancy Steenburgen of Heber
Springs caught another animated
animal in the act of rabble-
rousing (CENTER). Her caption:
“This little rascal is peeking out
from behind a tree to see if he can
get to my birdfeeders.”

And then there was nothing at
all ambitious, curious or animated
about these last two raccoons,
idling in a tree (BOTTOM).
Photographer Alana Anders of
Warren captioned this photo:
“Enjoying a lazy day!”

Maybe you're starting off 2025
feeling determined like our cover
raccoon, or maybe you're feeling a
little sluggish like the limb loafers.

Either way, we wish you a
fruitful and peaceful new year!

Jennifer Christman Cia
jennifer.cia@aeci.com
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THE COOPERATIVE DIFFERENCE

The Juice Theory

BY VERNON “BUDDY” HASTEN

President and CEQ of Arkansas Electric Cooperatives, Inc., and Arkansas Electric Cooperative Corporation

Years ago, I stepped
into my boss’ office

and pitched a somewhat
radical new idea. He
listened carefully and

told me that my idea

was interesting and had
merit, but said I didn’t
have enough “Juice to get
it done.” I was confused
and asked, “What is Juice?” That is when he explained the
Juice Theory — a concept I've used ever since.

He told me to imagine an empty glass pitcher. He told
me to draw a line on the pitcher somewhere between
empty and full to represent my idea. He told me that I
would need to fill the pitcher with enough Juice to reach
the line if I wanted the idea to proceed and ultimately
succeed.

I am partial to orange juice, so I envisioned a pitcher
with it filled up to the line I had mentally drawn on my
imaginary pitcher. He said the more
challenging or transformational
an idea, the higher the line — or
the more Juice — needed in the =
pitcher. He explained that Juice is
the amount of power or delegated
authority that one has and, more
importantly, it is the amount of
influence a person possesses to
make a change or implement a
new idea or program.

He said that every employee
in the company (or sailor on
the submarine, in this specific
case) has a certain amount of
Juice. The higher you are in the
organization, you generally have
more Juice, however all employees
have Juice — even new employees
on Day 1.

He said the mistake I made was thinking I could
come into his office, get his blessing and implement the
idea. I incorrectly assumed that he possessed an infinite
amount of Juice, believing that his authority alone could
fill the pitcher. He told me that, as the leader, he had the

BIGSTOCK.COM

oy

The Juice Theory symbolizes the level of influence
and resources needed to bring an idea to fruition.

proverbial 51% vote or enough Juice to fill the pitcher just
over halfway full. But my idea was so significant that it
required a nearly full pitcher to ensure its success. He told
me that, as a leader, I had Juice. If he and I both poured
our Juice into the pitcher, it would be something like 65%
full. However, my idea required that the pitcher be closer
to 90% full to guarantee success.

The way we make things happen is by using our Juice.
My boss sent me away with a challenge: Collaborate with
my peers, get their buy-in, encourage them to pour their
Juice with mine, and come back with enough Juice to
make the pitcher 90% full.

As CEO, I have a lot of Juice delegated to me by the
Board of Directors. But I don’t have an infinite amount of
Juice. If all the senior leaders in the company combined
their Juice together, they would likely have almost as
much or more Juice than the CEO. They definitely have
enough Juice to change a CEO’s mind. Another truth: If
every employee in the company combines their Juice, that
is a lot of Juice, and the effect is the same. This much Juice
can and will impact decisions that

are important to everyone.

The Juice Theory works not
just in companies but also in
groups and families. If my wife,

\ kids and grandkids combine

\ their Juice and propose an

| alternate to my plan, my plan
generally goes out the window.
Only in the most significant
or extreme situations would

a leader use their 51% vote or
Juice to veto or override the
collective Juice of a group or
family.

The Juice Theory is just a
simplistic way to think about the
power of collaboration. Everyone
matters, and doing the work
necessary to get others to add
their Juice to yours pays big dividends.

It is a new year, and I think that 2025 will be both
interesting and transformational. My question to you is:
How will you use your Juice this year to make good things
happen?

ArkansasoLiving s
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Cooperatives launch “Better Connected, Together” campaign

The Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas
announce the launch of a comprehensive
marketing campaign, “Better Connected,
Together.” The initiative aims to strengthen
the connection between the 17 electric
distribution cooperatives in Arkansas and the

1.2 million members served.

ChrisMarketing LLC of Jonesboro, with
input from statewide surveys and focus
groups across diverse demographics, the
central message emphasizes the cooperatives’
commitment to powering Arkansans’
connected lives. The campaign features a
multiplatform approach. Billboards, print
ads, radio and TV spots and social media
posts will bring the “Better Connected,

Developed in partnership with

Together” message to life.

“We're thrilled to unveil the ‘Better
Connected, Together’ campaign,” said
Rob Roedel, senior director of corporate
communications. “Our member-focused

Better Connected, Together.

ElectricCooperatives
%0{ Arkansas

cooperatives and subsidiaries deliver reliable,

affordable and responsible products, electricity and services to every corner of Arkansas and across the nation. Many of
the electric cooperatives have expanded their services to offer even more resources, like fiber internet, to connect the
communities they serve. This campaign celebrates our unique cooperative way of doing business. We’re locally owned,
controlled and operated and united in our mission to serve Arkansans and our neighbors in other states.”

AECI, AECC honor Employees of the Year

Arkansas Electric Cooperatives, Inc. (AECI) and Arkansas Electric Cooperative
Corporation (AECC) recently honored the 2024 Employees of the Year.

Earl Maxwell, AECI, Assistant Manager Warehouse
Starting his career on Jan. 2, 1981, Maxwell has served the cooperative for more

Earl Maxwell receives the AECI
Employee of the Year award from
President/CEQ Vernon “Buddy” Hasten.

6
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than 40 years — tirelessly. President/CEO Vernon
“Buddy” Hasten said Maxwell “arrives to work most
mornings at 5 a.m. and is considered the workforce
of his crew. He’s usually the first to get called in for
storm work and the last to go home.”

Tara Patrick, AECC, Director - Fuels Tara Patrick receives the AECC
When describing Patrick, Hasten said, “She Employee of the Year award from

supports the 24/7 nature of our business, which President/CEO Vernon “Buddy”Hasten.

means working weekends, holidays and many off
hours. She does this without complaining. She is both very professional and a joy to
work with, dedicated to the job day after day, and has been with AECC for over 30
years. She leads a team that is instrumental in making sure that our plants can operate
each day.”

Congratulations to Earl and Tara!

JYOOW ADNVYN



AECC Board of Directors elects new officers . The Diderot effect is a phenom-

The Board enoniin which buying spme-
. thing new leads to a spiral of
of Directors for

additional purchases.
Arkansas Electric

Cooperative
Corporation (AECC)
elected new officers
at the Annual

» Martin Luther King Jr. and
Coretta Scott King paid for the
hospital bill of actress Julia
Roberts' birth.

Terry Rorex Rodney Chapman Lisa Hendrix ~ Brad Harrison .
Meeting on Dec. 10. + Hershey, Pennsylvania, drops -

a giant Kiss at midnight
on New Year’s
Eve. Dillsburg,
Pennsylvania,

They are:
Chairman: Terry Rorex, board chairman, Craighead Electric Cooperative;
Vice Chairman: Rodney Chapman, general manager, Ashley-Chicot Electric

Cooperative; rings in the new
Secretary: Lisa Hendrix, board member, Ouachita Electric Cooperative; year by dropping a
Treasurer: Brad Harrison, CEO, Missisippi County Electric Cooperative. pickle.

- Every time you shuffle a deck
® e o o o o o e o e e o e o e e o o o o e o o e o e o o e o o o o o o o o o o o OfcardS,Chancesal’eitSOI’del’
never existed before.

@ Where IS It? » The average person has

four to six dreams per night,
Welcome back to our hidden object contest, “Where Is It?” according to the National Sleep

In the December issue, we hid a reindeer. Joked one correct reader: “I spent half Foundation.
an hour scouring through everything and had nearly given up before flipping back
toward the front, finding it hidden within the sky of the ‘On The Cover’ image on
the bottom left of page 3. An outright Christmas miracle, I suppose.”

In a random drawing of correct answers, 10 winners (double the fun for
Christmas) were selected to receive Arkansas Living mugs:

Matt Bauer, Paragould (Craighead Electric Cooperative)

August Griffith, Ozark (Arkansas Valley Electric Cooperative)

Glynn Stewart, Mena (Rich Mountain Electric Cooperative)

Kim Parrott, Shell Knob, Missouri (Carroll Electric Cooperative)

Melissa Legg, Camden (Ouachita Electric Cooperative)

Bradley Kovac, Eudora (nonmember)

Tracy Jones, Palestine (Woodruff Electric Cooperative)

Jody Gardner, Melbourne (North Arkansas Electric Cooperative)

Michael Usnick, Hot Springs Village (First Electric Cooperative)

Lakynn Carlton, Texarkana (Southwest Arkansas Electric Cooperative)

For January, we’ve hidden ice skates, and
finding them will be a test of your “ice-sight!”
Enter by Jan. 15 via the “Where » New-car smell is actually a mix
Is It?” link on the homepage of of over 2.00 chemicals found in
. . . car interiors.
arkansaslivingmagazine.com, or go directly
to arkansaslivingmagazine.com/where-is-  Itisimpossible to breathe and

%\ it-contest/. swallow at the same time.

— Or mail in entries to: Where Is It, Arkansas

+ The arms of chairs are just
chairs for arms.

« Interstates with east/west
routes have even numbers, and
those with north/south routes
have odd.

- Arkansas’own Glen
Campbell played guitar on
songs for Elvis Presley,
the Beach Boys,
Frank Sinatra, Merle
Haggard and The
Monkees.

« All mammals get goose-
bumps due to a process called
piloerection.

« “Good resolutions are simply

s T —— Living, P.O. Box 510, Little Rock, AR 72203. checks that men draw on a bank
Include your name, address and electric where they have no account.”
co-op (nonmembers also are eligible), plus the correct page number. — Oscar Wilde, poet and play-
* If your magazine arrives after the deadline, submit your entry by the 15th of the wright

following month. We’ll send a prize to a randomly selected latecomer! November’s winner
was: Tammy Jackson, Conway (Petit Jean Electric Cooperative).

ArkansasoLiving 7



Clever Captures

Winners of Arkansas Living's 2025 Reader Photo Contest

JANUARY 2025 - arkansaslivingmagazine.com

Eastern gray
squirrel enjoying
an early morning
drink of water,
Buffalo River —
JAMILINDER




A thirsty squirrel. A filthy hand. A humble clump of
mushrooms.

Such subject matter could seem ordinary.

Yet, through the lens of perspective and the art of
storytelling, the simple becomes special, and the mundane
turns magical, revealing layers of beauty, mystery and
meaning,

So, take some time to explore and enjoy these winning
entries (some have titles, some have captions; all wording
comes directly from the photographers) of Arkansas
Living’s 2025 Reader Photo Contest. And uncover the

enchantment woven into each of these clever captures.

Snow Day on the Horseshoe Dot Ranch, Viola— HANNAH DAVIDSON  »-

ArkansasoLiving 9



Planting Ornamental Corn, Siloam Springs — REBECCA DRAKE

Frog, Pollard — DONNAPOE

The guide, waiting to take you on a woodland adventure, Rogers — JAMIE GAGLIARDI

10 JANUARY 2025 - arkansaslivingmagazine.com
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Lazy days, Searcy County — STEVEN DROWN  »-

ArkansasoLiving 11




Where's mom? Rogers — PHILLIP MARTIN Shrooms, Edgemont — MARY PIKE

12 JANUARY 2025 - arkansaslivingmagazine.com



Girlina

Soybean Field,
Hartman —
TAYLOR PLUGGE

Mama hen protecting her babies, St. Francis County — DAWN GRAY

Blondie the cow says, “Good mooo-rning,
Papabear! Mooo-re bananas, please!”

Springdale — BOB ERNST (w)

ArkansasoLiving
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If you love music, Wessissippe

should be on your pluylist.

American music is a truly global phenomenon, but its roots trace back
to one place—Mississippi. Over 100 years ago, in the Mississippi Delta,
the blues ignited a music revolution that would give rise to rock ‘n’
roll, gospel, country, and R&B while influencing genres from jazz to
hip hop. And the story continues today. In Mississippi, you can explore
the lives and legacies of icons like B.B. King, Elvis Presley, and Muddy
Waters at music museums and on the Blues and Country Music Trails,
or catch today'’s rising stars at juke joints, music clubs, and theaters
across the state. Learn more at VisitMississippi.org/Music.

#VisitMS

VISIT

FCROSSROADS. -2

The Crossroads | Clarksdale, Mississippi

America’s Wusic” playlist on Spotify. "

|| B v ..“ﬂ‘.

Listen to the 30‘#90&6@ of | _E;ﬂ,,p,a; .'

°f“*"“'k'a's Music
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NEW YEAR SAVINGS EVENT

Save Big on Replacement Windows and Doors!

Buy One, Get One I y For a Limited Time, Get

40%orr ' 45 oFF

All Windows and Doors' 1 Each Window and Door*

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

AND NO Money Down | NO Monthly Payments | NO Interest for 12 months'

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 - INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

r-_
| i
. e

TESTED, TRUSTED, AND TOTALLY PROVEN:

Offer Ends 2/28/2025 More 5-Star
Call for your FREE consultation. Reviews

e —
Fatly Tuansferatle: A N
J EX* MATE e
F'?::rn;x:;‘g’“ | L Than Other Leading Full-Service
A giAsS Window Replacement

FINDYOURWINDOW.COM Comparies

RSEN
1 BY ANDE
RENEWAL O rHE

DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2/28/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments,
no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 1/1/2025 and 2/28/2025. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order.
Additional $45 off each window or entry/patio door, minimum purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 2/28/2025. Subject to credit approval.12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due,
interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s
loan agreement. Financing is provided by various financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at
participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are
independently owned and operated. 2Based on testing of 10 double-hung units per ASTM E2068 20 years after installation. It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that meets all of the following requirements: easy
to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. Visit renewalbyandersen.com/

nationsbest for details. *Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com.“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are
trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14201 *Using U.S. and imported parts.



“9 WORTH THE DRIVE

Navigating Newport

Jackson County seat blends nostalgia, innovation

STORY BY JACK SCHNEDLER, PHOTOS BY MARCIA SCHNEDLER

n alcove in Newport’s Walmart Supercenter displays a mini-

museum devoted to the retailing genius who operated his first store
here in 1945 as a prelude to revolutionizing America’s shopping habits.

A photograph shows Sam Walton kneeling next to a display that
details his time at the Ben Franklin store near Newport’s Jackson
County Courthouse. As he ran the outlet, “his knowledge of retail
grew significantly over those five years and would shape him into the
retailer he became.”

Five-and-dime stores are now nearly extinct. Today’s courthouse
neighbors, in this Farmers Electric Cooperative headquarters city
located along the newly designated Interstate 57, include Tech Depot,
209 Hazel St. (dtechpark.com/tech-depot/), a job-training center for
information technology. Tech Depot is cited by Newport Economic
Development Commission Director Jon Chadwell as an example of
the city’s recent growth.

“One of four things that stands out is our pride about (Newport’s)
history.” The other three are “the roaring days of being a steamboat
and railroad town from 1875 to 1925, when we were wide-open
and bustling. Also the proud tradition of our high school in both
academics and sports: Greyhound pride. And ASU-Newport (asun.edu), one of Arkansas State University’s two-year colleges
and one of the fastest growing.”

For a primer on local history, Chadwell highly recommends stopping at Jacksonport State Park (arkansasstateparks.
com/parks/jacksonport-state-park), 111 Avenue St., five miles northwest of Newport off Arkansas 69. Jacksonport served
as the Jackson County seat from 1854 until the courthouse was moved in 1892 to Newport, which by then boasted a
population 10 times that of its rival.

In today’s Newport, The Angry Possum, 306 Front St. (facebook.com/thangrypossum) is a popular eatery with music
and karaoke on weekends. Its logo sports a snarling cartoon opossum.

Another spot can boast of historical credentials. Postmaster Spirits Craft Distillery, 200 Hazel St. (facebook.com/
postmasterspirits), occupies the city’s former U.S. Post Office. The 7,300-square-foot building was completed in 1915, with
terrazzo floors and soaring arches. The distillery serves food as well as adult
beverages.

An offbeat attraction, open by appointment only, is Jackson’s
Funeral Home Museum, 1900 Malcolm Ave. (jacksonsfh.com). A
staff member explains the exhibits date back to a time when many
visitations were held at home. A prime display is an ornate funeral
carriage that was drawn by horses.

The Jackson County Courthouse 200 Main St. (jacksoncountyar.
com) is the most stately of the city’s 10 listings on the National Register
of Historic Places. Built in 1892 in Late Victorian style, it is one of the
state’s oldest courthouses still serving its original purpose.

On a blue-sky day, Lockwood Park (newportarcity.org/city-of-
newport), on Newport Lake off Malcolm Avenue, offers varied family
attractions. They include two playgrounds, picnic pavilions, a fishing
pier and a trail for walking or jogging. Farmer’s Market Park, near the
Built in 1892, the Jackson County Courthouse in Newport ~ lake, maintains a spacious dog park.
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. April 5 will be a day of celebration, as Newport marks the

Visitors can enjoy a fishing pier, walking trails and picnic
pavilions at Lockwood Park in Newport.

16 JANUARY 2025 - arkansaslivingmagazine.com



sesquicentennial of becoming a city
in 1875. The mood figures to be

much less raucous than was true in
“the roaring days” of that decade
mentioned by Chadwell. In the 1870s,
according to the Encyclopedia of
Arkansas: “Newport attracted a rough
cadre of loggers, trappers, boatmen
and farmers whose boisterous activity
was reflected in a news article in the
1879 Jacksonport Herald. It reported
whimsically that ‘latest statistics show
one pint of Newport whiskey contains
four fights, three knockdowns, one
stealing of the ballot box and one
contested election.””

Rock‘n’ Roll Highway 67

In Newport’s Front Street Park,

a mural displays a Rock 'n’ Roll
Highway 67 logo along with portraits
of Elvis Presley, Sonny Burgess and
several other musical luminaries.

The highway’s name “is derived
from the rockabilly music performed
at nightclubs and other venues
located on the highway by legendary
progenitors of the genre,” according
to the Encyclopedia of Arkansas. “The
designation by Act 497 of the 87th
Arkansas General Assembly in 2009
has spawned music festivals, museum
exhibits and plaques in communities
along the highway.”

Newport, near the midpoint of
the four-county route, has scheduled
this year’s Delta Arts Festival and
Music Jam for June 6-7. In the 1950s
and '60s, music venues in the city and
surrounding Jackson County bore
such jaunty names as Rainbow Tavern,
Bloody Bucket, Porky’s Rooftop and
Jarvis Bamboo Club.

Newport’s Rock 'n’ Roll Highway
Museum is closed for now, with
exhibits in storage at the ASU-Newport
campus. A new museum location is
being sought. )

WEB EXCLUSIVE! Read an
expanded version of this story at:

arkansaslivingmagazine.com
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€™ ARKANSAS GREAT OUTDOORS

Campsite Cuisine

Cooking up outdoor adventures with cast iron

STORY AND PHOTOS BY CARLTON AND LEIGH WING

fter a long, active and exhilarating  way to safely and cleanly lift the lid without spilling coals

day enjoying the great outdoors into the food or burning yourself.
in Arkansas, nothing quite compares « Coals The number of coals depends on the recipe,
to sitting down to a satisfying meal but in general, you'll need between 20 to 40 per recipe.
cooked in cast iron. Either briquettes or lump charcoal will work. Briquettes are

The properties of cast iron enhance  good to begin with because the size is uniform, making the
the flavor of your meal; using coals to heat the iron adds to number easier to determine. Once you get the hang of it,
the adventure.

How do you get started? You
will need these seven items for the
cookware and fuel:

* Dutch oven Manufacturers
will specify an “outdoor” or
“camp” Dutch oven. You can
discern an outdoor Dutch oven
by the legs underneath to hold it
above the coals on the ground,
which ensures evenness of
cooking. The elevated lip around
the outer edge of the lid helps
hold the coals in place on the top.

Outdoor Dutch ovens have legs to position them Between 20 to 40 briquettes or lump

We started with a 10-inch, and above the coals. coals are needed per recipe.
that size was perfect for our family
of six.

« Lid holder This is used to hold the lid while you stir lump charcoal is more natural and can enhance flavor.
your food or add to the ingredients inside the Dutch oven. ¢ Chimney The chimney shortens the time it takes
Remember, your Dutch oven will be sitting directly on for the coals to heat and offers a safe container for lighting
the ground outside, and when you’re cooking, the bottom  them. Pro tip: Bring some newspaper to help light the coals.

o Leather gloves Heat-resistant gloves keep
your hands safe.

e Long tongs These allow you to maneuver
the coals for optimum heat dispersion both above
and beneath the oven.

of that lid sits right next

to the food inside, so it’s
imperative that you keep
the bottom of the lid clean.
Warning: The picnic table is
not a good option since the
cast iron will be very hot.

o Lid lifter The lid will
have a handle specifically
designed to be used with
the lid lifter. The lid will
be filled with hot coals

Once you have the equipment and see how
it works, you can adapt your favorite meals to
outside cooking. Your taste buds and your family
will thank you!

In next month’s article, we will share a favorite
family recipe adapted to campsite cast iron.

and the residual powder of i B SRR T R Carlton and Leigh Wing are hosts of the Arkansas
disintegrating coals. A hot Heat-resistant gloves and long tongs are Great Outdoors weekly television series. Visit
pad won't do; you need a safety essentials. facebook.com/arkansasgreatoutdoors/. (w)
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Inogen® Portable Oxygen Concentrators

Delivers medical grade oxygen on the go*

In 20 years, we have An Inogen POC We have a lifetime
sold/rented more may be covered by warranty available
than 1 million units Medicare or other on all of our

to people worldwide. Insurance. concentrators.

Inogen

YOLUR GUIDETD
PORTAB CEN

Call Now for a FREE Information Guide.

800-748-6110

or visit us at Inogen.com.

Call LBES-I) O e 5 e

*When used for less than 8 hours per day within the expected service life

PM230505 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. | 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111

Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks

of their respective owners or holders.

USES: The Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrator provides a high concentration of supplemental oxygen to patients requiring respiratory therapy on a prescriptive basis. It may be used in home, institution, vehicle,
and various mobile environments. DO NOT USE IF: This device is not intended to be used in any way other than described in the indications for use. Do not use in parallel or series with other oxygen concentrators or
oxygen therapy devices. This device is to be used as an oxygen supplement and is not intended to be life sustaining or life supporting. ONLY use this product if the patient is capable of spontaneous breath, able to
inhale and exhale without the use of a machine. The conserving, or pulse dose, oxygen delivery technique used by this device is contraindicated in persons whose breathing during normal resting would be unable
to trigger the device. Proper device triggering, setup and operation must be confirmed by an experienced clinician or other respiratory professional. Not for pediatric use. Not for use by tracheotomized patients.
WARNINGS: The device produces enriched oxygen gas, which accelerates combustion. Do not allow smoking or open flames within 2m (6.56ft) of this device while in use. If you feel ill or uncomfortable, or if the
concentrator does not signal an oxygen pulse and you are unable to hear and/or feel the oxygen pulse, consult your equipment provider and/or your physician immediately. If you are unable to communicate discomfort,
you may require additional monitoring and or a distributed alarm system to convey the information about the discomfort and or the medical urgency to your responsible caregiver to avoid harm. Use only spare
parts recommended by the manufacturer to ensure proper function and to avoid the risk of fire and burns. To avoid danger of choking or strangulation hazard, keep cords away from children and pets. TALK TO YOUR
HEALTH CARE PROVIDER: The oxygen flow setting must be determined and recorded for each patient individually by the prescriber, including the configuration of the device, its parts, and the accessories. It is the
responsibility of the patient to periodically reassess the setting(s) of the therapy for effectiveness. The proper placement and positioning of the prongs of the nasal cannula in the nose is critical for oxygen to be delivered.



Living the Dream

Planned Arkadelphia park to honor Martin Luther King Jr.

BY JACK SCHNEDLER

rkadelphia is creating Martin

Luther King Jr. Park. It's a
multiuse project that could make the
headquarters city of South Central
Arkansas Electric Cooperative an
Arkansas focal point for activities on
the federal holiday marking the civil
rights icon’s birthday (Jan. 20 this year).

The park’s groundbreaking is
planned for late 2025 on former
hospital grounds at 1420 Pine St.,

a mile or so northwest of the Clark
County Courthouse. The park opening
is expected by the end of 2026.

A committee of Arkadelphians was
formed a decade ago to recommend
the best way to honor King. The
committee’s park idea was adopted in
2016 by the city’s board of directors.
Another committee was set up in 2018
to devise suggestions for design and
content of the park, which is projected
to cost $2.5 million.

“The park has been planned with a
holistic approach of both recognizing
Dr. King, and providing much-needed
recreational opportunities for all citizens
of Arkadelphia as well as visitors,” says
City Manager Gary Brinkley. “We expect
this to be done so well and at such a
high level that it will become a regional
destination.”

He notes that Arkadelphia does
not have a park for physically disabled
children. The future park “is planned
to address that need with proper
playground elements and surfacing. It
will also address the lack of recreational
activities in this part of town. And it
will have educational elements on Dr.
King's life and message of hope.”

Brinkley is a member of the MLK
Memorial Park Committee, along with
Arkadelphia Mayor Dr. Scott Byrd. The
committee’s chairman is Roland Gosey,
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A rendering depicts the multiuse Martin Luther King Jr. Park in Arkadelphia, scheduled for

completion in 2026.

DENTAL CENTERS

Pr. Collins & Associates
General Dentistry

Located af;
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owner of Williams Funeral Home. Honorary co-chairmen are LT oy

Fitzgerald Hill, former president of Arkansas Baptist College, 2 3

and Mitch Bettis, an Arkadelphia native and head of Arkansas | R
Business Publishing Group. L R 1= =.

The project’s website (mlkjrpark.org) reports that the ] L
park’s design was partly inspired by a 1967 King speech,
“What is Your Life Blueprint?” In it, he cited “a good, solid
blueprint” as important for planning a life.

According to the website, the park’s design draws
specifically from two passages in the speech: “Your life’s
blueprint should be a deep belief in your own dignity, your
worth.” And it should include “the determination to achieve
excellence.”

The goal of the park similarly “reflects a commitment to
providing a solid foundation. Because of the park’s central A walking loop, splash pad, play area and amphitheater are
location, surrounding neighborhoods, schools, churches and planned for the new Martin Luther King Jr. Park in Arkadelphia.
businesses have access.”

An “abundance of opportunities for all ages” is envisioned,
including “art, nature, sports and history. Initial park design includes a quarter-mile walking loop, Youth Empowerment
Zone play area, splash pad, amphitheater next to a green gathering space and paved civil rights educational trail. A series
of kiosks will be placed along the walking route to educate the public on the Civil Rights Movement.”

The website imagines an impact beyond just Arkadelphia: “Our city is poised along Interstate 30 midway between
Texarkana and Little Rock, making it an easy destination for field trips, group travel and future historic and tourism
opportunities.” )

A
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Century Casino , - Regional Airport

CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO

Centrally located between St.
Louis and Memphis with daily
flights to Chicago, Cape Girardeau
boasts a blend of city atmosphere
with small-town hospitality.

Experience a charming downtown

district, state-of-the-art sports

@ facilities and 250 years of rich MIS '{".‘ RI
history situated along the beautiful Visim’(}_m

visitcape Mississippi River.

CAPE GIRARDEAU www.VisitCape.com LG I
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FIRST ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Operation

JOINING OPERATION ROUND-UP IS AS EASY AS 1,2 AND 3!

1. visit firstelectric.coop/operation-round-up

2. Complete the Operation Round-Up Member
Enroliment Form

3. Hit SUBMIT

When you enroll in Operation Round-Up (ORU), you support

worthwhile projects by helping nonprofits in your service area.

You can make a huge difference for as little as $6 a year! For more :

information, visit firstelectric.coop/operation-round-up or call a8 A N

800-489-7405. Mid-America Science Museum in Hot Springs was awarded a
$1,000 donation from Operation Round-Up.

ORU Recipients Awarded Funds at December Meeting

The Operation Round-Up board of trustees met on Dec. 5 at the First Electric office in Jacksonville to review applications
submitted for the last board meeting of 2024. The following applications were reviewed and approved:

Arkansas County Prairie County
Arkansas Single Parent Scholarship Fund of Arkansas County ~ $500 Smith’s Friends Animal Rescue $500
Cleburne County Pulaski County
Cleburne County Fair and Livestock $2,000 Girl Scouts Diamonds $1,000
Arkansas Single Parent Scholarship Fund of Cleburne County ~ $1,500 Hearts of our Heroes $1,000
Margie's Haven House, Inc. $2,000
Saline County
Faulkner County Hot Springs/Hot Springs Village Symphony Guild $2,000
The Harbor Home Ministries $1,000 Bryant Youth Association $1,000
Turtle Creek Volunteer Fire Department $1,700
Garland County Cooper-Anthony Mercy Child Advocacy Center $2,000
Mid-America Science Museum $1,000 Lisowe's Lights $1,200
Independence County Stone County
Arkansas Single Parent Scholarship Fund of Independence County $250 Arkansas Single Parent Scholarship Fund of Stone County $250
Lonoke County Van Buren County
The CALL in Lonoke & Prairie County $2,000 Arkansas Single Parent Scholarship Fund of Van Buren County $250
Building Bridges $1,500
White County
Perry County Imagine & Believe Foundation $2,000
Perry County Day Services Center $2,000 Arkansas Service Paws $1,000
Renewal Ranch $2,500
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2019-2023. That
brings the total
capital credit
retirement to over
$153.6 million
since we began
the practice in the
1940s.

Thank you for
your membership
in First Electric
Cooperative.
We're wishing you
and your family

a prosperous 2025.

financial position, and we

determine the amount of capital credits
to refund. This year, over $7.07 million was

returned to you — our members. That includes

a complete retirement of 2002 and percentage of

Jessica Gardner, senior marketing
representative, delivers a capital

credit check to Tumbling Shoals Water

Department.

Capital Credit Retirements
"Make Christmas Greener!

Each December, our board reviews the cooperative’s

& GenerLink

The Generlink transfer switch

provides a safe, easy and
affordable way to connect a

portable generator to your home.

Conquer the unexpected with
confidence! Get peace of mind
knowing the essential devices you
need to run your home won'’t lose

power during an outage.

Call 800-489-7405 to speak with a
Marketing Representative today.

More co-op news on page 26

THE POWER
TO SERVE YOU.

104,211
ACCOUNTS SERVED

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tracy Hudspeth, Chairman
tracy.hudspeth@fecc.coop
Heber Springs District

Todd Prothro, Vice Chairman
todd.prothro@fecc.coop
Heber Springs District

Karissa Rushing, Secretary/
Treasurer
karissa.rushing@fecc.coop
Benton District

Brock Brewer
brock.brewer@fecc.coop
Stuttgart District

Rick Love
rick.love@fecc.coop
Jacksonville District

David Luebke
david.luebke@fecc.coop
Jacksonville District

Robert Maertens
robert.maertens@fecc.coop
Benton District

John Roland
john.roland@fecc.coop
Perryville District

Larry Wood
larry.wood@fecc.coop
Jacksonville District

LEADERSHIP
Mark Snowden,
President/CEO
mark.snowden@fecc.coop

firstelectric.coop
(800) 489-7405

Outage Reporting:
(888) 827-3322

Our Offices
will be closed
Jan. 1 for New

Year’s Day.
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@ UNIQUELY ARKANSAS

Decades of Dirt

Buffalo Headwaters Challenge turns 20

STORY AND PHOTOS BY BOB ROBINSON

rom Jan. 24 to 26, the Buffalo Headwaters Challenge

(BHC) — what has become the premier mountain
bike event of the winter season — celebrates its 20th
anniversary. Cyclists travel from as far away as Colorado to
attend the annual event, hosted at Headwaters School in
Red Star, located in Madison County.

Rob Reno, president of Ozark Off-Road Cyclists (OORC)
said, “You really don’t want to miss this year’s platinum
anniversary event. We have added trails that have never
been included, and we will have some huge mountain-bike-
related news to share that everyone will be very interested
in.” This will include details about Phase II of the Buffalo
Headwaters trail system.

This three-day, all-inclusive “off the grid” festival offers
a fun-filled weekend for everyone. It includes five meals,
libations, primitive/RV camping, two bands, fantastic
mountain biking and a “gravel grinder.” There’s a trail run
for outdoor enthusiasts who choose sneakers over knobbies.
There is even a nonrider entry pass for all the festivities
except for cycling.

Day 1

The first day of the event is “nesting” day, as everyone
settles in for the weekend ahead. Participants head to the
registration tent to collect wristbands and a goodie bag.
Then, after locating the perfect place to pitch a tent, they can
wander about, visiting with old friends and making new ones.

Day 2
Whatever the weather conditions, don’t expect Reno
and OORC to cancel the event. Since OORC launched the

In addition to biking, participants can enjoy meals, primitive
camping and live music.
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The Buffalo Headwaters Challenge celebrates its 20th anniversary
Jan. 24-26 in Red Star.

event in 2005, it has endured torrential rains, freezing
temperatures, ice storms, a global pandemic and other
assorted calamities.

The “Challenge” is a 40-ish-mile, semi-supported
backcountry mountain bike adventure through the
mountains of the Buffalo River headwaters area. The course
changes yearly, but rest assured it will include screaming
mile-long, roller-coaster descents, followed by long thigh-
burning climbs. Between the ups and downs, riders pedal
through creek crossings that can be waist-high. In keeping
with the spirit of this being a ride and not a race, many
riders will often pause after a particularly tricky stream
crossing to cheer on their fellow cyclists and provide beta
on the best route across the stream.

For those not up for the full 40-ish mile route, there are
marked bailout routes throughout, so riders can adjust their
own route.

Day 3

OORC provides several options for enjoying the final
day of the event. There is a vigorous gravel ride across
the Boston Mountains, a free shuttle service for Buffalo
Outdoor Center’s challenging downhill mountain bike
trail system (including a 1,300-foot screaming descent)
and a trail run on the Headwaters trail system. Or there is
option four: Sleep in, sip on a mug of coffee and reflect with
friends on the beautiful adventure that was had over this
epic weekend.

For more information on the Buffalo Headwaters Challenge,
visit bikereg.com/67489. v

WEB EXCLUSIVE! Read an expanded version of

this story at: arkansaslivingmagazine.com




Join us for the

R WN Arkansas Grown Conference & Expo
GRO January 30 - February 1, 2025
Hot Springs Convention Center

CONFERENCE & EXPO

“— Collaboration is the Key to Success!—/

The Arkansas Department of Agriculture's Arkansas Grown Program is partnering with
Arkansas agriculture associations and organizations to host the Arkansas Grown
Conference & Expo, focusing on farmers and producers who grow for our local food
system with networking, workshops, and a trade show.

Keynotes provided by Lisa Chase, The University of Vermont, Extension Professor: Natural
Resources Specialist and Director of the Vermont Tourism Research Center
e Working Together to Embrace the Natural State - January 31
e The Most Interesting Things You’ve Learned - February 1

Again in 2025, we are hosting the
Arkansas Grown & Made Market on Saturday, February 1.

The conference will include workshops for our partners:
Arkansas State Horticulture Society
Arkansas Association of Grape Growers
Arkansas Blackberry Growers Association
Arkansas Farmers Market Association
Arkansas Agritourism Association

Arkansas Association of Conservation Districts
Arkansas Pecan Growers Association

Mid America Strawberry Growers Association

University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture

For more information, go to
arkansasgrown.org/arkansas-grown-conference-expo

AN,
Qg&‘- 'S',q&

GROWN & MADE

| Arkansas \ Arkansas
GROWN




FIRST ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

T I M E F o R A Start 2025 right with

our fast, 100% FIBER

f 5534@ N © internet and enjoy:
E‘\v‘¢ . §Q
]

« No contracts, unlimited
data usage

Efm ) ; y L + Streaming without
Q, f h } buffering

« Gaming with no lag

LEARN MORE BEYeJAMIY/A
AND SIGN UP!

833-411-2234
connect2first.net

CONNECT First

Powered by First Electric

mel

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program

The Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) provides help
with paying heating costs in winter months
to qualifying individuals and families.

Beginning Jan. 6, applications are
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis,
as long as funds are available. Businesses are
excluded from receiving the benefit.

LIHEAP is not administered by your
local cooperative, but rather through Qualified families and individuals can apply for assistance with paying electric bills
the U.S. Department of Health and through the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance program (LIHEAP).

Human Services (DHHS). It is operated by
Community Action Agencies.
Check eligibility at your local Community Action Agency (acaaa.org).

WODD0L15918
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Own Two U.S.
Half Dollar Tributes...

Elvis’s
Hit Song Coins

Yours for Just $7.95

Now you can get two full-color US half dollars spotlighting two of Elvis’s 1 2 Elvis Coins — Just $7.95
top 20 hits. They’re yours for just $7.95, a savings of $19.95 off Mystic’s
regular prices. Plus shipping and guaranteed delivery are FREE.

Authorized by Graceland

Both of these coins were authorized by Elvis’s estate as tributes to some of !
the hit songs that earned him the title “King of Rock ’n’ Roll.” These high-
quality coins are meaningful keepsakes and powerful reminders of the impact
Elvis has had on generations of music fans around the world.

Act Now and Save!

Get both coins for just $7.95. You SAVE $19.95 plus shipping and i< Check or Money Order

SAVE
ver 7%

=

Half dollar coins shown larger than actual size of 1.205 inches

'™ Yes! Send me the 2 Elvis coins.
iEnclosed is $7.95. My satisfaction is
E guaranteed. Strict limit of one set.

1 Quick order at MysticAd.com/EX212
1

: Name
1

: Address
.

1 City

| State/Zip

*4dd state sales tax to order total.

11 Credit Card Exp. Date __

guaranteed delivery are FREE. Strict limit of one set at this special low price.

ANNRNRNRNRNEND

0

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Send today and you’ll also receive special

. . ) . g : Please send payment to: Mystic, Dept. EX212
collector’s information and other interesting coins on approval.

9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-9111

GLOBE LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY

BUY $100,000 LIFE INSURANCE
No. 003378869

$3.49 FOR ADULTS

7223

& Globe Life

Make Tomorrow Better

MONTHLY
RATES
2.17 FOR CHILDREN
Astowas o O NDCHILDREN xx £100.000.90 xx
[w]jh e =]
SCANTO
::E_,_ JES For Inmediate Service Call [\/%Eoééﬁfé
= 1-800-879-9483 f)(wég}{,m@,,d
& e e s Or Visit GetGlobeNow.com U  MmoRzeosy 5

1 5 D0l057?k5 549843213 L540 138 50

DO NOT DESTROY EASY To BUY FREE INFORMATION

NO MEDICAL EXAM - SIMPLE APPLICATION
NO WAITING PERIOD

BUY DIRECT
SCAN QR CODE FOR A FREE QUOTE

$100,000 Adult Life Insurance

® Rate schedule is based on your current age and is guaranteed for
the life of the policy.

® Monthly rates as low as $3.49.

e Coverage is also available for your spouse and other family
members.

¢ Benefits will NEVER be canceled or reduced for the life of the
policy if premiums are paid on time.

Policy Form #SRTCV/SRTCV R13 or R17, or #SRTCV9OMA in MA
CA Residents, for your consumer rights, please visit getglobenow.com/privacy

CHOOSE $5,000, $10,000, $20,000, $30,000 OR UP TO $100,000 COVERAGE

(Offer may vary, $100,000 coverage not available in all states.)

$30,000 Children’s Life Insurance

* Rates are based on your children’s or grandchildren’s present age
and never increase for any reason.

¢ Monthly rates as low as $2.17.

¢ Benefits will NEVER be reduced or canceled if premiums are paid
on time.

¢ Give your children a financial head start right now. Your policy
builds CASH VALUE for your family’s needs.

Policy Form #GWL2001 or GWLA001

PERSONAL OFFER CODE:

XCCX10KF

ArkansasoLiving
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@ REFLECTIONS
Snapshots from our readers

Riggs

is off to
work!
Jordin Head,
Perryville.

Titmouse headed to church and the birdie buffet.
Holly Hipple, Cabot.

Emory striking a pose while helping daddy feed the calves. “Are you my brother from another mother?”
Lacey Dotson, Gentry. Nadine McKenzie, Middlebrook.
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Barred owl surveying the woods.
Lori Sitton, Russellville.

Rascal says, “Daddy can’t leave home without A little too cold for rocking today! Monica Murray, taken at the lodge

me now!” Jim and Ginny Farney, Wesley. at Mount Magazine State Park.

Share your photos with your fellow Arkansas Living readers! Please submit high-resolution photos with detailed information about

the pictures (who took it, where, who is in it, etc.) to: arkansaslivingmagazine.com/submit-a-photo.

ArkansasoLiving
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@ GARDENING WITH JANET

Winter Wonders

Indoor flowering plants brighten home

BY JANET B. CARSON

Our homes look a bit drab after the holiday
decorations come down, and with colder
weather and shorter days, we spend more
time inside. Flowering indoor plants can add
some color and brighten spirits as well.

With proper care, poinsettias can continue
to flaunt color well into spring. And there is a
wide range of plants you can buy to add color for a few
weeks up to a few months. (W)

Add color to your home this winter with vibrant
indoor flowering plants like cyclamen.

WODMD0LSO18

PLANT DESCRIPTION CARE

African Violet Small rosettes of foliage topped with Needs bright light, even moisture (usually watered from the
clusters of pink, purple, white or bi-color bottom of the container). Can bloom for months. Plants can last
flowers. for years.

Amaryllis Large strappy leaves usually follow the Plant a dormant bulb in soil, water it, and give it bright light. In
tall trumpet-shaped blooms in reds, pinks, six to eight weeks, plant will usually have blooms that last for a
whites and bi-colors. month or longer. Top-heavy plants may need support to prevent

toppling. With care, bulbs can last for years.

Anthurium Glossy green leaves with waxy spathe With bright light and even moisture, it can bloom for two months
blooms in shades of red, pink, white, or longer. Toxic to children and pets. It is challenging to get it to
salmon or purple. Red is most common. rebloom in our climate unless you have a greenhouse.

Begonia Wide range of types, including Angel Wing, Bright, indirect light. Moist, but not too wet; let them dry out in
Reiger and Tuberous. Colors can be pink, between waterings. Depending on variety, can last for years.

red, white, yellow or orange.

Bromeliad Wide range of types. These plants are Bright or indirect light. Infrequent watering. Color can last for
epiphytes and do well with little water. The months with little care. Many mother plants die after bloom but
colorful center stalks or blooms can be red, will produce “pups” at the base. Time-consuming to rebloom, so
yellow, orange or purple. buy new ones.

Chrysanthemum Same plants you put in the garden in the Bright light and even moisture. Color can last for four to six weeks.

fall, but florist mums can be purchased
year-round. Orange, red, yellow and white

flowers.
Cyclamen Almost heart-shaped leaves topped with Bright light for four to six hours a day with well-drained soil. Too
interesting pink, red or white blooms. wet and they rot; too dry and they stop blooming. Can be a bit
finicky but can last with proper care for four to eight weeks.
Kalanchoe Waxy, scallop-edged leaves topped with Bright light, well-drained soil. Don't overwater. It can bloom
clusters of blooms in red, white, pink, for two months or longer, and with cool temperatures and no
orange or yellow. artificial light at night, can rebloom off and on all year. Long-lived.
Ornithogalum - A bulbous plant in the hyacinth family, it Bright light and even moisture, but does not like wet soil. Can
Orange or Yellow has lance-shaped leaves with taller clusters bloom for six to eight weeks. You can try planting outdoors after
Star of orange or yellow flowers. frost, but it's usually best just to discard after bloom.
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Rechargeable
In-Your-Ear
Hearing Aid

“f couldn’t believe it!

I switched to MDHearing aids
and so should you. These are
better than my expensive
clinic hearing aids, and
no one can even

see them. %/70’”"“

"""l e Can you spot

Joe Namat-ﬁ the NEO XS

,’/ \ .
l/ on ~~~ ‘\ ) = v
/" REG $922.58 D\ hearing aid?
1 L]

Superbowl ILMVP  * /" NEWLOW X ASLOW AS
MDHearing Aid User [; PRICE 5297
WA L

for_a__palr Actual size ,
‘J $397

N\) MDHearing™ =" " = =
4 “| sold hearing aids

Compare MDHearing to Costco* at Costco for over
7 years, and | tell

FEATURES N\D MDHearing | COSTCO everyone MDHearing
In-The-Ear Nearly Invisible Profile Yes Yes offers incredible value,

quality and service for
Rechargeable Yes Yes a fraction of the price.”
Enhanced Feedback Cancellation Yes Yes - Dr. Susan Phillips,
Multiple Environment Settings Yes Yes MDHearing Audiologist
Licensed Hearing Professionals 42 Yes 45-Day Risk-Free Trial!
100% Money Back Guarantee Yes Yes If you are not completely
Pri Per Pair 80% $ L hearing aids, return them

\_ cererra 15y°5297 1 ’ 499 J within 45 days for

*MDHearing provides OTC hearing aids; Costco provides prescription, customized hearing aids. a FULL REFUND!

¢ 1(800) 810-8651 @& www.JoeLovesMD.com

Be sure to enter offer code TL92 to receive FREE Shipping!

MDHearing Is Now Available Through
Top Medicare Advantage Plans!




<) RECIPES

RECIPES AND PHOTOS
BY JULIANA GOODWIN

Killer French Onion and
Mushroom Pasta
Makes 5-6 servings.

3 cups rigatoni, uncooked 16

(8-ounce) package
whipped cream cheese

1 (1-ounce) packet dry
French onion soup mix 1

ounces portobello
mushrooms, sliced

Water or chicken stock
as needed

teaspoon sugar

1/4 teaspoon pepper 1/2  teaspoon dried

6  tablespoons olive oil, rosemary
divided Dash of salt

1 very large red onion, 2 cups rotisserie chicken
thinly sliced breast, chopped

Prepare rigatoni according to package directions. Before
draining, reserve 1/2 cup pasta water.

While pasta cooks, in a medium bowl, stir together
whipped cream cheese, French onion soup mix and pepper.
Set aside.

Use two nonstick skillets warming at the same time over
medium heat (one should be larger than the other). Add

Al Dente Delights

Cold nights call for comforting, pleasing pasta dishes

3 tablespoons olive oil to each. When hot, add red onion
to smaller skillet. Add mushrooms to larger skillet. Cook
until onions are caramelized and mushrooms are cooked.
You might need to add water or chicken stock to both to
prevent sticking. When onions are done, add sugar. It will
take about 30 minutes to thoroughly caramelize onions.
When mushrooms are done, add rosemary and salt. Remove
from heat

To largest skillet with mushrooms, add cream cheese
mixture, reserved pasta water, caramelized onions, pasta
and chicken, and stir until thoroughly coated. Serve
immediately.

Spaghetti with Creamy Romesco

Makes 3 servings.

1/2  pound spaghetti, 1
uncooked 1/2

1 (12-ounce) jar roasted red 4
bell peppers, drained

1/2  cup almond slivers
2 teaspoons garlic, minced

2 ounces goat cheese,
crumbled

teaspoon oregano

tablespoons water
Salt to taste

Cook spaghetti according to package directions.

While pasta cooks, place all other ingredients in a food
processor, and pulse until mostly smooth. Transfer sauce to
a large pan, and turn on low- to medium-low heat. When
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teaspoon smoked paprika

tablespoon tomato paste
1/4  cup extra-virgin olive oil

pasta is done, drain and transfer to pan with sauce. Toss to
thoroughly coat, and serve immediately.

Note: This is vegetarian, but you can toss cooked chicken or

shrimp with this dish if you want to add protein.



1/4

1/2
1/2

tablespoons butter,
divided

small onion, thinly
sliced

mushrooms, sliced
Half a zucchini, sliced
baby carrots, sliced
teaspoon salt

teaspoon ground
ginger

1/2
1/4
1

Quick Shrimp Hibachi Pasta

Makes 2 servings.

teaspoon garlic powder

teaspoon pepper

cup raw shrimp,
deveined and tails
removed

11/2 tablespoons soy sauce

21/2 cups cooked spaghetti

1/2

noodles

teaspoon toasted
sesame oil

In a large wok or skillet, heat 2 tablespoons butter. Add
onion, mushrooms, zucchini and carrots, and cook on
medium-high heat until they reach desired tenderness.

In a small bowl, mix salt, ginger, garlic powder and pepper.
Sprinkle some seasoning on vegetables, and set the rest aside.
Remove vegetables from heat.

Use the same skillet, and heat 2 more tablespoons butter.
Add shrimp and cook until no longer translucent; add soy
sauce. Sprinkle with remaining seasoning mix.

Add last 2 tablespoons butter to skillet, and add pasta.
Drizzle with toasted sesame oil. Cook until noodles are
just heated, and add cooked vegetables. Toss and serve
immediately.

This month’s web exclusive recipe:

One-Pot Goulash

More recipes on our website:

arkansaslivingmagazine.com

l Juliana Goodwin is a food columnist, cookbook author and avid traveler.
L If you have a question, email julianalovesfood23@gmail.com.
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JENNIFER CHRISTMAN CIA

»2) READER RECIPES

A

Simmer Down

Warm up with these flavorful soup-er stars

Caldo de Pollo

6 carrots, sliced
1 onion, chopped

3 ears fresh corn on
the cob, cut into
2-inch pieces

3 medium-sized new
potatoes, cut into
chunks

1 large zucchini

squash, sliced
2 stalks celery,

chopped

1 pint cherry
tomatoes

1 large tomato, diced

2 jalapefios, diced
with seeds removed

48

(10-ounce) cans
diced tomatoes with
green chiles (like
Rotel)

Fresh garlic to taste

Salt and pepper to
taste

ounces chicken
stock

rotisserie chicken,
meat removed and
shredded

Optional garnishes:
avocado, cilantro,
sliced jalapefio, lime
wedges

Add all ingredients — except cooked chicken and
optional garnishes — to a large soup pot. Bring to
a boil, then simmer for about 40 minutes or until
vegetables are tender. Add cooked chicken for final
5-10 minutes, cooking until warm. Serve with

garnishes if desired.

Notes: This is a Mexican-inspired chunky soup — big
pieces of vegetables and meat you can see. I cheat and

use rotisserie
chicken. If you
prefer using
raw, bone-in
chicken, cook
it in the broth
with vegetables.
The corn, you
just kind of eat
like a Ferris
wheel — spin
and eat.
Celeste
McMahon,
Longview, Texas

Happy New Year Black-Eyed Pea Soup
2 pounds dried black-eyed 3 cloves garlic, minced
peas (pre-soaking not

required) cups chicken or beef

broth

tablespoon prepared
spicy mustard

1/2  pound ham, diced 1

1/2  pound smoked sausage,

sliced 1 teaspoon salt

1 large onion, diced 2 teaspoons black pepper,

1 large red bell pepper, coarsely ground

diced 1/2  cup cooked bacon,
1 large green bell pepper, crumbled

diced
1 (10-ounce) can diced

tomatoes and green
chilies (like Rotel)

Add all ingredients to a large soup pot. Bring to a boil,
then simmer about 40 minutes or until everything is cooked
through and tender.

Note: Origin of recipe: Wanita Blanks, my mother.

Wanda Hammack, Salem

Broccoli Soup

1 boil-in-bag packetinstant 2 (12.5-ounce) cans of

rice chicken, drained
1 (12-ounce) package 1 (8-ounce) package cream
chopped frozen broccoli cheese
1 stick butter 1 pound processed cheese
1 medium onion, chopped (like Velveeta)

1 teaspoon garlic, minced Saltand pepper to taste

1/2  cup flour

1/2 (32-ounce) box chicken
broth, more if needed for
desired consistency

Follow package directions to cook broccoli and rice. Set aside.
In a large soup pot over medium-high heat, melt butter;
add onion and garlic, cooking until tender. Gradually stir in
flour. Gradually stir in chicken broth and add more as needed;
I prefer my soup thicker) and bring to a boil. Add cooked rice
and broccoli, chicken, cream cheese, processed cheese, salt and
pepper; simmer until cheeses melt and soup comes together.
Note: This recipe was given to me by a friend.
Joyce Hogue, Star City

Submit your favorite recipes! If your recipe is selected for printing, we will send you an Arkansas Living wooden spoon!

Mail:
P.O.Box 510

Arkansas Living, Recipes

Little Rock, AR 72203

Email: arkansasliving@aeci.com
Online: arkansaslivingmagazine.com/submit-a-recipe
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Entries must include your name,
phone, address and origin of recipe.



NOW Serving Little Rock and NWA

Helping Macular Degeneration Patients

When ynu’v been told “nutng else can be done” then it’s time
for a low vision exam.

(479) 586-4357
9800 Baptist Heath Dr, LR, AR
101 W. Walnut, Rogers AR

Spectacle Minioture Telescopes
Thesigmed for tasks requiring better central
vision and mobility these glasses ane used

by dirivers 1o see signs and traflic lights, by
srandparents 1o sce grandchildren plwing
snecer and bridge plavers w see cards on the
alile.

Biopfic Driving Glosses

Bioptic Dirives glasses allow drivers 1o
continue 1o dive when they strugeie with
seeing road signs, These glasses have small
telescopes that allow drivers o see road signs
ane traffic lights. They can also be used by
erand parents w see grandehildren plaving
soccer and other sports.

Spectacle Microscope Glasses
Compounded high powered preseription lenses
gnve crystal clear images for reading. Where
regular reading bifocals or lenses don't

help enough mictoscope glasses allow reading
vision.,

Spectacle Prismatic Glosses
These moderae powered lenses are wseful for
near rasks like reading, writing, and handicralis,

£-Scoop Contrast Enhoncing Glasses
Macular degeneraton and ather discascs
reduce contrast sensitivity. E-Scoop lenses
eombine 3 dements (o create a lager, clearer
high contrast image. E-Scoop lenses improve
overall vision and reduce the nsk of a fall.

Electronic Magnificafion

Porable purse size & full size magnitication
far superior 1o hand held magnificrs. Take
it with vou, to reacd menus, price ags books
ancl newspapers,

Virtuol Reality Wearables

Afforelable asntofoeus, head wom
electronic magnification for advanced

less. For advanced vision loss these provide
many advantages over traditional covs.
Induction charging and other specialty
feanures for advanced vision loss

Testing and solutions individually
prescribed

If it's ome thing experience has taught me.
There s no one solution for helping low
vision patiens. Each case involves listening
carcfully to the specific needs of each
patient, carelully examining their usable
wision and then using the best low vision

solutions to address their mdividual needs,

Prescription telescope, bioptic and reading
plasses are only available by prescriprion.



HUGG & HALL

Construction and Industrial Equipment

For over 65 years, Hugg & Hall has provided the equipment, services, and solutions that have helped
build a stronger Arkansas.

The brand you can trust

ALL NATURAL ARTHRITIS CREAM
¥ RAPID RESCUE Raili]
[ Arthritic pain [ Back pain
[ Musdepain [ Joint pain

$1999 7

Ny

Natural Botanicals of: D A HaTURAL

Tea Tree, Peppermint, L Asr':"'ﬂh- R

Rosemary, Eucalyptus = ‘\“?Hﬁns B I

and Arnica # Menthol! DEEF SOOTHING & CALMING .

FOR QUICK RESPONSE w369 L~ MADE IN USA
ORDER BY PHONE ORDER BY MAIL s
) ALSO " rack

866-419-3567 | Mondaythroughfiiday | SMITH AMISH PO Box 996, | AVAILABLE AT amazon
WWW.MYZEROPAIN.COM | 8:00am -5:00 pm ET Fairfield, FL 32634 : !
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zux:mxm{a harslSﬂ 999 b znxm:zhays) K3 799 buit mamm $16,399 bullt - 24x30x10 Slﬂ.dﬂﬂhuﬁt
24x30x10 (3 bays) $12,299 built 30x16 (3bays)  $7,799built 30x40x10  $25,299 built  30x30x10 $22,299 built
30x40x10 (3 bays $18,399 built 24x16 (2 wide bays)$6,699 built  30x50x12  $31,899 built ~ 30x40x10 $27,299 built
30x50x12 (5 bays) $23,299 built 36x16 (3 wide hays)$8,999 built  INSULATED ~ $35899 built  INSULATED  $30,599 huilt

For more information dial 1-800-66-Barns or visit sutherlands.com

FORT SMITH 1801S Zero St | (479)646-7140 ‘
HOT SPRINGS 1831 Albert Pike Rd | (501)321-4354 :‘.;
HUNTSVILLE 121Lee St | (479)325-3013

STUTTGART 203 E22nd St | (870)672-9000 scAH FEIR A
ASK ABOUT FINANCING OPTIONS FREE QUOTE

SEAH FUH SIATE Pust frame aed herse shed BUILT prices are built on customer's prepared and beved <ite. Al BUIT prices are for kscations withis 30 miles of the stere.
Additional charges will apply over 30 milas. Delivery and fax based epem kscation. Costomer & respansible for all permits, Concrete is NOT included in
WIDE COVERAGE pricing. Priciag subject to change with market condiions. Prices may vary after 1/31/2031




Caring Caskets

A tradition of caring since 1997

PRICES RANGE FROM $725-$2,825

T\

25 STYLES TO

CHOOSE FROM $750

Polypropylene
Dome Burial Vault

MENTION THIS AD AND
SAVE $100 ON PURCHASE
Free Delivery

within 50 miles
of Fayetteville

Pre-Purchase Plans
$0 Down, $35/month
No Interest

Call for brochure or to
set up an appointment

479-443-6414

Caring Caskets

28 South College, Suite 17
Fayetteville, AR 72701

!

3y
caringcaskets.com BEE

[

Tincher Brothers Construction
Formerly DT Construction

305010 Enclozed
with 15" Shed ...........$19,000
Cow Shad 260

¥ Froml/TBack ......... 513,200
Cwstom SlresFroe Estimates » Cofoved Metal Avaliable

Jaxddxt0 Enclosed ... 514,000
J0x50x10 Entbored ... $15, 000
40x60a12 Encbored ... 523,000

ol Leui Tinchen Today)
918-720-4290

tincherbrothersconstruction.com

) OT Construction OK & AR
PO Box 390, Gore, OK 74435
CHRISTIAN OWNED COMPANY <<
Building Quality Pole Barns Since 1977
Futly lnsered with Wavraty o Workmanship & Colored Metal
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

What’s when this month?
ACROSS

1
6

11
14
15

16
17
19
20

21

23

24
26
27

30
33

34
35
36
37
38

39
40
41

43
44
45
49
51
52
53

56
57
58
59
60

61

By Victor Fleming

Drum kit part

2 3

13

ou!”

(challenger’s taunt)

Airline to Oslo

Bring joy to
Alabama protest
city

Domino dot

_ Day (Jan. 8)

Anticavity org.
Dancers Fred and

Adele

Award named for
Poe

Escorted to the

door

Change form 56

O

Wed. preceder =5

Viewing audience
estimates, casually

Ancient Peruvians

Toss back and forth,
with “about”

Playing marble
Marc, Nate or Roy
Available money
Eye annoyance

“Double Fantasy” artist
Yoko

Louisiana hero
Costume

Mini-massages of the
nape area

Be a chatterbox
Musical drama
More out of practice
Taco topper
Fanatical devotion
Disco *70s, e.g.

__ofLife Day (Jan.
22)

Be a thespian

Beast slain by Hercules
En__ (asagroup)
“Ain’t ___ Sweet?”

____no (kind of
question)

Ballet bends

DOWN

1

S

o 0 9 &N W

10
11

12

13

22

25
27
28
29

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 41

“ My Brother”
(1964 Simon &
Garfunkel song)

Admission after a
defeat

“The Outcasts of Poker
Flat” author Bret

Resident of a large
Georgia city

Repetitive and boring
“The best  to come”
Bank acct. entries

2001 Will Smith biopic
LBJ’s successor

With gusto

National _ Day (Jan.
4)

44-Across with a
“Triumphal March”

Argue (with)
T, on some tests

Baseball plays in
which two are retired,
for short

“Morkand __ ”
Brit. lexicons
Shuffle alternatives
Yeas’ opposites

___’Pea (Popeye’s
adopted infant)

30

31

32

33

36
37

40
42

45

46

47

48
49
50

51

54
55

Relic depicting a holy
figure

13

of your
beeswax!”

National __ Cake
Day (Jan. 27)

John Brummett’s
friend McCoy

Count in a quartet

Pretax figure
Overly didactic
Old-time lighter
GI mess-hall crews
Assured (abbr.)

Construction material
made of steel and
concrete

“Who’s there?”
response

Having a chewed-up
edge

Duren and Sandberg
Coral and Red

University of Texas
quarterback Manning

Number of items in a
null set

Appraiser’s skill

Mormon group, for
short

Email feedback to judgevic@gmail.com



MARKET PLACE

‘@ 1-877-872-2276
= BT T Fax: 1-918-686-5512

wWawWousabarm.com

Built to fit your needs.
Any size or design.

Offioe henpin: Mon-Fii 8-5 « Sat 8-13 Caalral

“Proudly serving rural America”

NEUROPATHY?

A1 ;AV
N ‘ Have You
' Been Told
That You
?;‘ HIRGEYTS
" To Live
— With It?

If you’re tired of the
pain, numbness, tingling,
and burning or have difficulty
with walking and balance, you
need to continue reading.

A Free Neuropathy Information
Packet is available that reveals
how a non-surgical, drugless
treatment has helped thousands
of neuropathy sufferers overcome
this disabling condition. If you
suffer from neuropathy, you need
to order this Free Information
Packet, while supplies last.

To receive your Free
Information Packet... Call
Toll Free (844) 247-8094.

Hurry, supplies are limited.

(24 hour recorded message
Copyright © RMG

Grow|HalfAol lanSi
“and Blackl
We offer over
2004varieties of
frmf‘%nd nut trees

plus vine and
berry plants

Free Catalog
GroWer Direct

*_/:5'(.}!! e \rﬂﬂ f{ {,f
P.0. BoRiY0 BrooksGA 302050
800-733-0324 isons.com

Latin America Tours Days Price
Costa Rica 8 $1195
Panama 8 1395
Colombia 10 1595
Guatemala 8 1195
Belize with Tikal 10 1795
Dominican Republic 7 1195
Mexico Riviera Maya 8 1295
Mexico Colonial Cities 8 1195
Mexico Ancient Civilizations 9 1495
Mexico Copper Canyon Train 8 1695
USA & Canada Tours

Grand Canyon, Bryce &Zion 8 TBA
Mt Rushmore & Yellowstone 9 TBA
New England Summer & Fall 8 TBA
Nova Scotia & Maritimes 9 TBA
Canadian Rockies & Glacier 9 TBA

%42 Scan Now for Costa Rica
" 8-Day Tour $1195

THE #1 IN VALUE
FULLY GUIDED TOURS SINCE 1952

caravan

AVAILABLE ONLY AT CARAVAN.COM

INDIVIDUAL HOME
SEWAGE TREATMENT

SINGULAIR®

by NORWECO

FREE > R ooos
ESTIMATES
501-517-7198

CLEAR FLOW
CABOT, AR

ArkansaseLiving

or roofover.com

PERMA-ROOF,
Sfrom i

Mobile Home Roofover Systems
Since 1983

Mohile Home Roof Problems?

* Leaking * Rumblin
* Having Expensive Utilities
PERMANENT STEEL RE-ROOF
SOLVES THE PROBLEM!
26 and 29 Gauge Steel in 10 Colors
2” and 3” Insulation
12” Overhangs

LIFETIME WARRANTY

Serv:z:thrkansas
CUSTOM STEEL ROOFING
1-877-230-6874
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‘m LET'S EAT

Big Banjo Pizza: A slice
of history in Pine Bluff

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY ROB ROEDEL

It is not often
that a restaurant
"‘z endures for 50
@) .
years, unless there is
something magical about the place.
Such is the case with Big Banjo Pizza
of Pine Bluff.

Located on 28th Avenue, it is in
the original location and has been
family owned and operated since
the beginning. Pine Bluff natives
and brothers Richard “Dickie” Ratliff
and Russell Lee Ratliff started their
family business by taking out a small
loan, using their status as U.S. Army
veterans to gain the trust of a local

The famous Big Banjo Pizza dough is made daily, and toppings are the freshest ingredients
available.

banker. According to family, another my dad.”
brother, Joe Ratliff, was also involved For 45 years, Dickie worked
in the restaurant. The brothers tirelessly to hold the high standards of
developed the Big Banjo recipes for the the restaurant while giving back to the
dough, sauce and other components community, especially to local schools
that are still used today. by donating to scholarship funds

“The restaurant is near and dear and sponsoring many pizza parties
to my heart, as it was opened years throughout the years, Brandy said.
before I was born,” said family Amy Parker, business manager for
member Brandy Ratliff, the current the restaurant and a member of C & L

Excellent pizza and dedicated staff
members, like Business Manager Amy . °
Parker, are essential to Big Banjo's ~ establishment. “When | "‘

owner of the legendary

enduring legacy. my father, Dickie,
unexpectedly passed
away, [ was so moved
by the respect shown
for him and Big Banjo

Big Banjo Pizza by the community.

4208 W. 28th Ave. Many of our

Pine Bluff ® employees are like

(870) 879-3801 .

bigbanjopizza.com family and have worked
here for more than 20

Hours of Operation years. We work to keep

SUMEEYSRIRELE 1O Um0 i the restaurant going The presentation of the popular and unique Taco Pizza
and thriving to honor includes packets of taco sauce under each slice.
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Electric Cooperative and First Flectric
Cooperative, has worked at the Pine
Bluff institution for 10 years. She was
an outstanding host during my visit.

Parker said the famous dough is
made fresh daily, and the toppings
consist of the freshest ingredients
available. The pizza spices are
proprietary, as they are a Big Banjo
secret.

Big Banjo Pizza’s extremely popular
lunch buffet is available seven days
a week from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There
is also a dinner buffet served Sunday
through Wednesday from 5 to 8 p.m.
The customer-oriented team ensures
piping-hot varieties of pizza are
available during the buffet hours.
During my visit, I sampled a few
made-to-order items, but I must admit
the buffet was very tempting.

The Cheese Sticks were fabulous.
The thick crust was covered with
a blend of cheeses and sprinkled
with house-prepared seasoning that
delivered a unique flavor. The sticks
were served with homemade marinara
sauce.

Big Banjo’s signature pizza is the
Taco Pizza, a work of culinary art due
to a secret spice. This creation featured
a thin, crispy crust, taco-seasoned
ground beef, shredded lettuce,
chopped tomatoes, chopped onions,
shredded cheddar cheese and black
olives. The presentation included

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

for puzzle on page 38
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Family-owned Big Banjo Pizza of Pine Bluff has delighted patrons in the same location for

50 years.

individual packets of taco sauce
under each slice. The unique taste
is a favorite of adults who recall
birthday parties, special dinners
and other events at Big Banjo.

Pizza-oven-baked sandwiches
are also a favorite. The Ham
and Cheese Sandwich, featuring
melted mozzarella was a nice
option with great flavor; oven
toasting made the sandwich
surprisingly different.

The dessert pizzas are also a

favorite of new and longtime fans.

I sampled the Strawberry Pizza
and highly recommend it along
with the Chocolate Chip and
Snickerdoodle. ()

Sandwiches like the Ham and Cheese are baked in
Big Banjo’s pizza ovens.

Dining recommendations? Contact Rob
Roedel at rob.roedel@aecc.com.

e | .I-'-‘l L
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Agricultural Buildings- Garages - Workshops-Warehouses
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) AROUND ARKANSAS

~—

Calendar

PHOTO BY KEITH MOSBEY, BOARD VICE CHAIRMAN OF CRAIGHEAD ELECTRIC
AND BOARD CHAIRMAN ARKANSAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES, INC.

Dec. 27-30

King Cotton Holiday Classic

Pine BIuff,
facebook.com/KingCottonHolidayClassic

Dec. 31

Searcy Beats and Eats NYE
Searcy, searcybeatsandeats.com

Jan. 1

First Day Hikes
Arkansas parks statewide,
arkansasstateparks.com/first-day-hikes

Jan. 2-29 (Dates vary)
Eagle Cruise

Lake Dardanelle Park, arkansasstateparks.
com/events/eagle-cruise

Jan. 3-5

Antique Alley Arkansas
Conway, antiquealleyarkansas.com
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First Day Hikes

COURTESY OF ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, HERITAGE AND TOURISM

Jan. 10-11
Offroad Products Expo
Hot Springs, offroadproductsexpo.com

Jan. 11

Winter Migration Birding

Hot Springs, arkansasstateparks.com/
parks/lake-catherine-state-park

Jan.11-12
Northwest Arkansas Comic Con
Rogers, nwacomiccon.com

Jan.15

MLK Challenge
Little Rock, mosaictemplarscenter.com

Jan. 16-19

Ozark Mountain Music Festival
Eureka Springs,
ozarkmountainmusicfestival.com

Jan. 19

Arkansas Wedding Show
Little Rock,
facebook.com/arkweddingshow

Jan. 24-26

Arkansas Big Buck Classic
Little Rock, bigbuckclassic.com

Jan. 24-27
(continuing Jan. 31-Feb. 2)

Eureka Springs Paranormal
Weekend

Eureka Springs,
reserveeureka.com/attractions/esp

Jan. 30-Feb. 1
Arkansas Grown Conference & Expo
Hot Springs, arkansasgrown.org



SHELTER
INSURANCE

Find the agent in your town at Shelterlnsurance.com

ALMA
Randy Milam

ARKADELPHIA
Chad Kesterson
Jeremy Hughes

ASHDOWN
Joey Bailey

BARLING
Brandon Zimmerman

BATESVILLE
Jeral W. Hastings
Vicki Stephenson

BELLA VISTA
Scott Comiskey

BENTON
Todd Matthews

BERRYVILLE
Tonya Williams

BOONEVILLE
Jerald Baker

BRYANT
Laryssa Calley
Matt Steele

CABOT
Paul Killingsworth

CARLISLE
Victor Seidenschwarz

CHARLESTON
Jim Milam

CLINTON
Jim Gilliam
CLARKSVILLE
Madison Nowotny

CROSSETT
Dan Pevy

DUMAS
Stacy Berry

EL DORADO
Amber Manning Myers

FARMINGTON
Griggs Covington

FAYETTEVILLE
Whit Hensman
Taylor Wethers

FORT SMITH
Jeff Clark

GLENWOOD
Simon Mack

GRAVEL RIDGE
Candice Alford

GREEN FOREST
Cody Qualls

HAMPTON
Mark Hodnett

HARRISON
Joan Bell
Matt McKinney

HEBER SPRINGS
Tim Brewer
Angie Collins

HOPE
Trey Wright

HUNTSVILLE
Andrea Honeycutt

IMBODEN
Denny Durham

LITTLE ROCK
Stefan Elmore
Steve Ferguson

MARSHALL
Jeff Jennings

MOUNTAIN HOME
Ryan Edwards

= \We're your Shield. We're your Shelter.

MULBERRY
Tiffany Newman

NASHVILLE
Steve Tate

NORTH LITTLE ROCK
Dan Cook
Brian Cress
Monica Reiners

NEWPORT
Mark Manning

OZARK
Toby Hogan

PARAGOULD
Ty Sims

PARIS
Jimmy Pannell

PERRYVILLE
Baylor House

PIGGOTT
Tonya Coomer

ROGERS
Keri Earwood
Tony Putnam

Derek Wardlow
Walter Yockey

SEARCY
Richard Cargile
Frank Likert

SHERWOOD
Becky Bradley

SPRINGDALE
Steve Harp

TEXARKANA
Missy Dickens

VAN BUREN
Stuart Davis
Ted McEvoy

WALDRON
Kyle Huddleston

WARREN
Greg Harton

WHITE HALL
Michelle Herring




Better Connected, Together.

Dependable power is baked right in. Waiting and ready when you are and with every resource we can deliver.

We're powering your “connect this. Click that. And go” every single day, right where you live. Delivered by your local electric cooperative.
Each cooperative is unique, yet all are united. Our mission is to provide reliable, affordable and responsible power to every corner of

Arkansas. And we're expanding to deliver fiber for a more connected world.

It’s your local, hometown cooperative way, because we're better connected, together.

Electric Cooperatives
of Arkansas

www.ecark.org






